
Editors’ Preface 

This second issue of Derwaze is dedicated to the memory of Professor Amir 
Hassanpour (1943-2017), who served as the journal’s founding editor-in-
chief. When, as a group of young Kurdish scholars, we came up with the idea 
of establishing a peer-reviewed academic journal in humanities and social 
sciences in Kurdish, we invited Professor Hassanpour to act as editor-in-chief. 
His response was warm and encouraging. As the initiators of the journal 
(Farangis Ghaderi, Metin Yüksel, Ergin Öpengin, and Şerif Derince) we all knew 
him and had benefited from his immense generosity and kindness. He was very 
supportive of young scholars and was always happy and willing to help in any 
capacity. His groundbreaking books and articles were the building blocks of our 
research, as they were for many scholars working in the field of Kurdish studies. 
He reviewed our articles and research papers and his comments shaped our 
works in different ways. Derwaze was a project that brought us together under 
his guidance and gave us an opportunity to learn from him on a different level. 
Those who have worked with him closely know how meticulous and serious he 
was in his work, but at the same time remarkably kind, caring and encouraging. 
We established the principles and the guidelines of the journal with his help 
and he contributed with an article and a long introduction to the first issue. 
In his introduction, he laid out the global context of academic publishing for 
Kurdish studies. He detailed the bias in favor of English-language publication, 
the significance of producing scholarship in Kurdish and its challenges, and 
also emphasized the importance of critical approaches to the study of Kurds. 
While he spent his entire life championing the Kurdish cause, he was always 
critical of ungrounded pro-Kurdish scholarship and the hierarchies within the 
Kurdish society. His critical approach to scholarship on Kurds is demonstrated in 
his article, in the first issue of Derwaze, on peasants’ uprising in the Mukriyan 
region of Iranian Kurdistan in 1952-53, a topic that is largely overlooked in 
Kurdish historiography. 

The publication of the first issue faced many challenges due to the political 
instability in Turkey and was delayed almost a year from the intended publication 
date. With no sponsorship, Professor Hassanpour generously helped out toward 
the expenses of the journal. The first issue was finally set to be printed in May 
2017. Although we shared the final electronic copy with him in May, sadly, he 
did not see the journal in print. His passing has been a great loss to all of us. We 
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are grateful for his support in establishing Derwaze and we will do our best to 
live up to the standards and principles he laid out in the first issue and hope to 
continue the publication of the journal in a way that would make him proud. 

To celebrate his scholarship and tremendous contributions to knowledge on 
the Arab World, Iran, and Kurds, we decided to dedicate the second issue to his 
memory. This special issue gathers a wide number of contributions, in English 
and Kurdish, from his colleagues and students, as well as scholars who knew 
him through his immense academic works. The majority of the contributions 
are “reflection papers” on certain dimensions of his scholarship, activism and 
personality. The issue features five review articles on Professor Hassanpour’s 
works on Kurdish history and nationalism, Kurdish sociolinguistics, and Kurdish 
social sciences in Iran. It also contains a thorough and detailed bibliography of 
Professor Hassanpour’s scholarly contributions in the form of books, journal 
articles, book chapters, entries in encyclopaedias and dictionaries, book reviews, 
contributions in cultural and popular magazines and newspapers, interviews 
broadcast on radio and TV station and published in print, and the courses he 
taught. Concluding the English contributions section, is an intimate reflection 
on Hassanpour’s notes and their role in organizing his thinking and research 
by his partner Professor Shahrzad Mojab, which is followed by Professor 
Hassanpour’s unpublished memoir in Sorani Kurdish, also transcribed in Latin-
Kurdish alphabet. 

The process of producing this issue, in collaboration with Professor Shahrzad 
Mojab, has been an incredible experience. Reading reflections and reviews 
by Amir’s colleagues, friends, and students often left us in tears and with the 
realization of how little we knew him. The pieces in the present issue depict a 
prolific writer, “a revolutionary scholar”, devoted to justice and human rights, 
“always challenging assumptions and traditions”, “witty”, “ruthless” in critique, 
a “remarkable educator” with love for poetry, and passionate belief in change, 
its possibility and necessity, and an optimist. While he is no longer with us, his 
scholarship, generosity and humanity will continue to teach and inspire us.  


